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Chapter 1

Why Travel Documents Matter
Imagine this...
You've spent months planning your dream vacation.

* Your cruise is booked.

* Your flights are confirmed.

* Your hotel is reserved.

* Your excursions are planned.

* Your suitcase is packed.

Then, as you're checking in, you discover your passport expired a few months ago—or your

destination now requires an Electronic Travel Authorization (ETA) that you didn't know about.

Unfortunately, situations like this happen more often than many travelers realize. Travel document
issues are among the most common reasons people experience delays, denied boarding, missed
flights, or interrupted vacations. The encouraging news is that nearly all of these situations can be

prevented with a little preparation.

Think of your travel documents as the key that unlocks your vacation. Having the correct
documents means you can focus on enjoying your trip instead of worrying about whether you'll be

allowed to board your flight, cruise ship, or enter another country.

Throughout this guide, I'll explain what each document is, when you need it, and how to avoid the
most common mistakes. Whether you're taking your very first cruise or you're a seasoned traveler,

reviewing your documents before departure is one of the easiest ways to protect your investment



and enjoy a stress-free vacation.

Common Travel Document Mistakes
» Waiting until the last minute to apply for or renew a passport.
» Assuming your passport is valid simply because it hasn't expired.
« Forgetting the six-month passport validity rule required by some countries.
» Confusing a REAL ID with a passport.
* Not realizing an ETA or e-Visa is required before departure.
* Traveling with children without the required documentation.
* Failing to keep paper and digital copies of important documents.

» Assuming entry requirements are the same for every destination.

Aimee's Advice
One of the things | enjoy most about being a travel advisor is helping clients navigate the details
that can feel overwhelming. Entry requirements change, cruise lines have different policies, and
every itinerary is unique. Before you travel, I'll help you review the requirements that apply to your

specific trip so you can travel with confidence and focus on making memories.



