
River Cruise Guide

Chapter 15: The Magic of Christmas Market River
Cruises
If you've ever dreamed of strolling through charming European villages filled with twinkling lights,
the aroma of roasted chestnuts, and festive holiday music, a Christmas Market river cruise may be
the perfect vacation. These seasonal sailings combine the beauty of Europe's rivers with
centuries-old holiday traditions that transform each destination into a winter wonderland.

Destination Why You'll Love It

Nuremberg, Germany One of Europe's oldest and most famous Christmas Markets.

Strasbourg, France Known as the 'Capital of Christmas' with spectacular decorations.

Vienna, Austria Elegant markets, classical music, and holiday pastries.

Budapest, Hungary Festive lights, handcrafted gifts, and warm chimney cakes.

Cologne, Germany Several unique markets surrounding the magnificent cathedral.

What to Buy
Look for handcrafted ornaments, wooden toys, local artwork, candles, seasonal treats, and the
collectible Christmas Market mugs used to serve warm drinks.

What to Pack
Dress in warm layers and bring a winter coat, hat, gloves, scarf, waterproof shoes, and hand
warmers. You'll spend time outdoors enjoying the festive markets.

Book Early
Christmas Market cruises are among the most popular river itineraries each year. The best cabins
often sell out 12 to 18 months before departure, especially on premium cruise lines and during the
weeks leading up to Christmas.

Aimee's Tip: Be sure to try a warm mug of mulled wine (or hot chocolate), sample local holiday
pastries, and take time to enjoy the music and decorations. These experiences create memories
that last long after the cruise ends.

Coming Up: Chapter 16 explores shore excursions and how to choose the experiences that best
match your interests and activity level.


